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Would you Adam and Eve it?



GENESIS 1:1

In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth.



JOHN 1:3

Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that 

has been made.



COLOSSIANS 1:16

For by him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been 

created through him and for him.



ISAIAH 45:12

It is I who made the earth

and created mankind on it.

My own hands stretched out the 

heavens;

I marshalled their starry hosts.



HEBREWS 11:3

By faith we understand that the 

universe was formed at God’s 

command, so that what is seen was 

not made out of what was visible.



PSALM 19:1

The heavens declare the glory of 

God;

the skies proclaim the work of his 

hands.



IF WE SAY THAT WHAT IS TOLD IN GENESIS 

IS NOT WHAT LITERALLY HAPPENED, THEN 

WE FIND OURSELVES WITH TWO KEY 

QUESTIONS:

Q1  What did actually happen in 

space and time?

Q2 IF not what actually happened, 

then what is Genesis telling us?



WHY I DON’T READ GENESIS 1 & 2 IN A 

LITERAL  HISTORICAL SENSE

1. Science

2. The Genesis text itself

3. Process of Inspiration

4. Early Fathers



ORIGEN

For who, that has understanding, will suppose that the first, 

second, and third day, and the evening and morning, 

existed without a sun, moon, and stars, and that the first 

day was, as it were, also without a sky? And who is so 

foolish as to suppose that God, after the manner of a 

husbandman, planted a paradise in Eden, and placed in it 

a tree of life, visible and palpable, so that one tasting of the 

fruit by the bodily teeth obtained life? And again, that one 

was a partaker of good and evil by masticating what was 

taken from the tree? And if God is said to walk in the 

paradise in the evening, and Adam to hide himself under a 

tree, I do not suppose that anyone doubts that these things 

are to be taken figuratively and not literally.



WHY I DON’T READ GENESIS 1 & 2 IN A 

LITERAL  HISTORICAL SENSE

1. Science

2. The Genesis text itself

3. Process of Inspiration

4. Early Fathers

5. Modern evangelical scholarship



"It has been unfortunate that one device which our 
narrative uses to express the coherence and 
purposiveness of the creator's work, namely, the 
distribution of the various creative acts to six days, has 
been seized on and interpreted over-literalistically… The 
six day schema is but one of several means employed 
in this chapter to stress the system and order that has 
been built into creation. Other devices include the use 
of repeating formulae, the tendency to group words and 
phrases into tens and sevens, literary techniques such 
as chiasm and inclusio, the arrangement of creative 
acts into matching groups, and so on. If these hints 
were not sufficient to indicate the schematization of 
the six-day creation story, the very content of the 
narrative points in the same direction."

Gordon Wenham



“Not many Christians today find it necessary to 
defend the concept of a literal six-day creation, for 
the text does not demand it, and scientific discovery 
appears to contradict it. The biblical text presents 
itself not as a scientific treatise but as a highly 
stylized literary statement. “It is most unfortunate 
that some who debate this issue begin by assuming 
that the words “creation” and “evolution” are 
mutually exclusive. If everything has come into 
existence through evolution, they say, then biblical 
creation has been disproved, whereas if God has 
created all things, then evolution must be false. It is, 
rather, this naïve alternative which is false. It 
presupposes a very narrow definition of the two 
terms.                                                  JOHN STOTT



“The style is lively and picturesque… there is a 

dream-like garden with strange trees and a 

cunning animal who opens a conversation… here 

we have a literary and religious achievement of 

the highest order. The way the story is treated 

places it within the Wisdom writings. It is a 

learned ingenuousness which uses common 

language to set forth a unique message.” 

Henri Blocher



FRAMEWORK THEORY

Genesis 1-3 is best 

understood as a literary 

framework describing 

creation using timeless, 

poetic and figurative 

language which 

provides the theological 

meaning and 

significance of creation, 

but not the historical or 

scientific detail.

Solomon Grundy,

Born on a Monday,

Christened on Tuesday,

Married on Wednesday,

Took ill on Thursday,

Grew worse on Friday,

Died on Saturday,

Buried on Sunday,

That was the end,

Of Solomon Grundy





Earth forms

4.5 Billion 

yrs

1st life, 3.6 B. yrsLife visible 

without a 

microscope.

SEX

Land

plants

Homo…  23.59

2 million yrs

Dinosaurs 

23.00 to 

23.40





THEOLOGICAL IN GENESIS 1-3

1. God
One not many (Polytheism X)

Transcendent (separate) (Pantheism X)

Immanent (present & interested)   (Deism X)

Personal & knowable (Islam X)

Moral/Holy (Greek/Roman X)

Good (Babylonian/Assyrian X)

All-powerful



THEOLOGY IN GENESIS 1-3

2. Creation/ The Universe

Made out of nothing and had a beginning

Basically good (Gnosticism X)

Planned not accidental

Spoilt by sin

Material not spiritual 

Ordered and predictable



THEOLOGY IN GENESIS 1-3

3. Humans

Climax of creation distinct from the animals

Made in God’s image          (special to God)

God’s steward & representative on earth

Both material & spiritual 

Both good & corrupted (Humanism X)

Free & responsible (Fatalism X)

Made for dependence not autonomy

A social being



1 COR 15:45

So it is written: “The first man Adam

became a living being”; the last Adam, 

a life-giving spirit.



1 COR 15:22

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ 

all will be made alive.



ROMANS 5:12

Therefore, just as sin entered the world 

through one man, and death through 

sin, and in this way death came to all 

people, because all sinned.



ROMANS 5:14

Nevertheless, death reigned from the 

time of Adam to the time of Moses, 

even over those who did not sin by 

breaking a command, as did Adam, 

who is a pattern of the one to come.



MODEL 3 - EVERYMAN

This is the theological story of you and me, 

not the historical story of a past person 

called Adam. There is NO literal Adam, 

neither physical progenitor nor Federal 

Head. This is a story about all of us, our sin 

and our rebellion, but told in a imaginative 

and figurative manner.



PRO

Removes all the struggle of 

attempting correspondence with 

history

Recognises the clue in the Hebrew 

names Adam (man /mankind) and 

Eve (Life /Living).



CONS

Very difficult to accommodate NT 

references to Adam. How can Jesus be the 

“second Adam” if there is no “first” one?

 It means there is no “Fall” event in history. 

There is no historical stage of human 

innocence. Eden may perhaps be re-

interpreted as the innocence of childhood 

before we “fall” into adult rebellion, but is 

not anything historical.


