
Bible Extra Extra

Expecting the Spirit without being 
sensationalist

Part 2



When the Spirit comes/falls

• 1 Sam 10:9-11

• 2 Chron 5:13-14

• Acts 4:31

• Acts 10:44-46



When the Spirit comes/falls

“Mon 1st Jan 1739 – Mr Hall, Kinchin, Ingram, 
Whitefield, Hutchins and my brother Charles 
were present along with about 60 of the 
brethren. About 3.00 in the morning as we were 
continuing in prayer, the power of God came 
mightily upon us, insomuch that many cried out 
for exceeding joy and many fell to the ground.”



When the Spirit comes/falls

“The glory of God seemed to overcome me and 
swallow me up, and every conceivable suffering, and 
everything that was terrible to my nature, seemed to 

shrink to nothing before it. This resignation 
continued in its clearness and brightness the rest of 

the night and all the next day and the night following 
and on Monday morning, without interruption or 

abatement.”

Mrs J. Edwards



When the Spirit comes/falls

“The author of our nature has not only given us 
affections [feelings] but has made them very 
much the spring of actions. As the affections not 
only, necessarily, belong to the human nature, 
but are a very great part of it, so holy affections 
not only necessarily belong to true religion but 
are a very great part of it.”

J. Edwards



Three pitfalls

Mislabelling the experience of the Spirit

Misjudging the experience of the Spirit

Manipulating the experience of the Spirit



Mislabelling

“Baptism in the Spirit”



Assemblies of God Statement of 
Fundamental Truths – Article 7

“Baptism in the Spirit is a separate and 
subsequent experience following conversion. 

Spirit baptism brings empowerment to live an 
overcoming Christian life and to be an effective 

witness.”



Baptised with the Spirit

Mark 1:8

Mat 3:11

Luke 3:16

John 1:33

Acts 1:5

Acts 11:16

These are all references to the same statement 
made by John the Baptist.



1 Cor 12:12-13

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but 
all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so 
as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink.”



Why is it wrong doctrine?

• John the Baptist could not have meant that.

• Paul clearly means quite the opposite in 1 Cor 12:12

• There is no mention anywhere in ANY epistle of a 
second blessing which is necessary to a full 
Christian life.

• The epistles teach clearly that everything we need is 
given to us with salvation. (Eph 1:3, 2 Pet 1:3)

• The book of Acts is descriptive NOT prescriptive



John Wimber

“From time to time we will have a valid experience 
with an invalid label. At this time my perception is 
that that is what has occurred with the issue of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit...At this point in time I 
have come full circle from an evangelical theology 
of filling of the Spirit, through an experience and a 
theology that embraced what we would call classic 
Pentecostal...now I've come back to a place where I 
think I started theologically, but I've added a 
dimension of experience.”



John Wimber

“How do we experience Spirit baptism? It comes at 
conversion… The born again experience is the 
consummate charismatic experience. Having the 
Holy Spirit, however, does not guarantee that we 
will experience his power and gifts. More is required 
of us for that to happen. Paul commands us to be 
filled with the Spirit.”



Gordon Fee

In thus arguing, as a New Testament scholar, 
against some cherished Pentecostal 
interpretations, I have in no sense abandoned what 
is essential to Pentecostalism. I have only tried to 
point out some inherent flaws in some of our 
historic understanding. The essential matter, after 
all, is neither subsequence, nor tongues, but the 
Spirit himself as a dynamic, empowering presence.



Wesley

“Great numbers wept silently; others 
fell down as dead; some sinking in 

silence, some with extreme noise and 
violent agitation.”



Human reactions to God’s presence

1. Experience and emotion should be a part of 
our worship in general:



Martyn Lloyd Jones

“Fanaticism is a terrible danger 
which we must always bear in 

mind. But there is a second danger 
which is the exact opposite of the 
first…it is that of being satisfied 
with something very much less 

than what is offered in Scripture.”



Human reactions

• Such effects can result from the powerful 
presence of God

– Biblical evidence

– Psychological common sense

• In such cases it’s often helpful to view such 
things as unavoidable side effects of God’s 
power and presence



Human reactions

• Such effects can also result from other causes

– Manipulative leadership in meetings

– Imitation by the immature & insecure

– Satanic counterfeit

• In any meeting or movement there will be a 
mixture of forces at work



Human reactions

• Manifestations do not prove that God is at 
work in a meeting or movement

• More importantly, however strange they may 
be, or however badly handled, they cannot 
prove that God is NOT at work either



Human reactions

• We should not judge the spirituality of an 
individual by such “manifestations” – even 
when God is the cause

• We should not judge such manifestations by 
the character / spirituality of the person 
affected

• We should not judge the intensity of God’s 
work in a person by such manifestations



Human reactions

• We should not judge the source just by the 
nature of the manifestation.



Manipulating the experience of the 
Spirit

• Staging

• Suggestion



John Wimber

I also visited several healing meetings...and 
became angry with what appeared to be the 
manipulation of people for the material gains of 
the faith healer...Dressing like sideshow barkers. 
Pushing people over and calling it the power of 
God. And money, they were always asking for 
more, leading people to believe that if they gave 
they would be healed...


