
Bible Extra 2019

Revelation – Week 1

Part 2

Approaching the Book of Revelation



“In the case of Revelation we are dealing with an 
artist greater than Stevenson or Coleridge or 

Bach. St. John has a better sense of the right word 
that Stevenson; he has a greater command of 

unearthly supernatural loveliness than Coleridge; 
he has a richer sense of melody and composition 
and rhythm than Bach… it is the only masterpiece 

of pure art in the New Testament.”

Philip Carrington



So what sort of literature is it?

1.Prophecy
2.Epistle
3.Apocalypse



Characteristics of apocalyptic literature

• ESCHATALOGICAL – always concerned with coming 
judgment and salvation, the end of the old age and 
beginning of the new

•DUALISTIC - the battle between good and evil

•A LITERARY phenomena

•DREAMS AND VISIONS – often with an angelic mediator

• STYLISED AND STRUCTED FORMAT- visions often 
arranged in numbered sets



Characteristics of apocalyptic literature

• SYMBOLIC AND CRYPTIC language and especially 
numbers

• FANTASY IMAGERY

• SELDOM historical prediction. Message transcends 
such concerns

•PSEUDONYMOUS authorship



TWO VITAL PRINCIPLES

1. Because it is EPISTLE, the primary meaning of 
Revelation must always be the meaning which 
John intended for his readers, which in turn must 
be something that his readers could have 
understood it to mean. Our keys to interpretation 
must therefore either be intrinsic to the text or 
otherwise available to John’s readers in their 
historical context.



TWO VITAL PRINCIPLES

2. Because it is APOCALYPTIC we must not press 
the language too literally, especially the numbers. 
Neither should we assume that the structure is 
linear or that it is even attempting to offer 
chronological information which will match up 
with events in history.



4 Schools of Interpretation

1. Historicist view

2. Futurist view

3. Idealist view

4. Preterist view



Examples of rules in action

RULE 1. – Don’t squeeze the imagery for literal future 
predictions

RULE 2. – Don’t look for linearity or chronology

RULE 3. – Don’t read the numbers literally



CUTE PURPLE DINOSAUR



CVTE PVRPLE DINOSAVR
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100+5+5+50+500+1+5 = 666



666



So what does it teach?

•God WINS! – Christ will return in power and God will have 
the final victory over evil

• Jesus sacrifice as the Lamb is the root of our deliverance 
and victory

•God will judge evil in the end – sin will not go unpunished 
forever.

•Persecution is normal and to be expected.

•Christ is worth dying for.

•God’s values and the world’s are radically opposed.



So what does it teach?

• The hope God has prepared for us far outweighs our 
present sufferings. There will be no more tears and no 
more pain.

• There is a “big bad wolf” but there is an even bigger 
“happily ever after”

•God’s plan/church will include people from all tribes and 
nations

• THEREFORE be faithful, hold on, keep your love for Jesus 
alive and don’t fall in love with this passing world









Why I don’t believe in a pre-tribulation rapture

• It’s a 19th century doctrine

• It has no clear and explicit support in Scripture

• Splitting Daniel’s weeks has no textual support

• Jesus says explicitly that the rapture comes AFTER not 
BEFORE the tribulation

• Revelation indicates Christians will be alive on earth during 
the tribulation

• All rapture verses are in the context of the final and decisive 
Day of the Lord / Last Trumpet


