
Bible Extra Extra

Believing in hell without 
being a sadist

Part 2



Summary so far

• Hell is real

• But Evangelicals debate the details 
on 2 key questions:

1. How wide is God’s saving grace?

2. How long is hell’s tormenting judgment?



How wide is God’s saving grace?

1. It is God’s redemptive purpose and 
will to reconcile ALL sinners to himself.

“…God our Saviour, who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”

1 Tim 2:3

“he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

2 Pet 3:9



How wide is God’s saving grace?

2. It is always within God’s power to achieve 
his purposes.

“… who works out everything in conformity 
with the purpose of his will.” Eph 1:11

“For the LORD Almighty has purposed, 
and who can thwart him? His hand is 
stretched out, and who can turn it back?

Isa 14:27



How wide is God’s saving grace?

3. Some sinners will NEVER be reconciled.

“Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.’”

Mat 25:41



How wide is God’s saving grace?

1. It is God’s redemptive purpose and will to 
reconcile ALL sinners to himself.

2. It is always within God’s power to achieve his 
purposes.

3. Some sinners will NEVER be reconciled.

LOGICALLY, ONLY 2 OF THESE STATEMENTS CAN 
BE HELD TOGETHER



How wide is God’s saving grace?

1. It is God’s redemptive purpose and will to 
reconcile ALL sinners to himself.

2. It is always within God’s power to achieve his 
purposes.

3. Some sinners will NEVER be reconciled.

2 and 3 but NOT 1 – Calvin / Calvinism

1 and 3 but NOT 2 – Lewis / Arminianism

1 and 2 but NOT 3 – Boyd / Evangelical Universalism



Calvin:

“All are not created on equal terms, but some are 
preordained to eternal life, others to eternal 
damnation.”

“Predestination we call the eternal decree of God, by 
which He hath determined in Himself what He 
would have to become of every individual of 
mankind. For they are not all created with a 
similar destiny; but eternal life is foreordained for 
some, and eternal damnation for others.”



Calvin

“God, by his eternal and immutable counsel 
determined once and for all both whom He would 
admit to salvation, and whom He would condemn 
to destruction… This counsel, as far as concerns the 
elect, is founded on His gratuitous mercy, totally 
irrespective of human merit; but to those whom He 
devotes to condemnation, the gate of life is closed 
by a just and irreprehensible, but incomprehensible 
judgement.”



How wide is God’s saving grace?

1. It is God’s redemptive purpose and will to 
reconcile ALL sinners to himself.

2. It is always within God’s power to achieve his 
purposes.

3. Some sinners will NEVER be reconciled.

2 and 3 but NOT 1 – Calvin / Calvinism

1 and 3 but NOT 2 – Lewis / Arminianism

1 and 2 but NOT 3 – Boyd / Evangelical Universalism



Arminianism

Since God cannot, will not and indeed should 
not impose heaven on those who 
determinedly do not want to know him, hell 
becomes a necessary alternative destination.

Combining the doctrines of God’s perfect justice 
and holiness with the doctrine man’s 
sinfulness and free will leads unavoidably to a  
doctrine of hell.



Lewis

“ There are, in the end, only two 
types of people. Those who say to 
God ‘Thy will be done’, and those 

who will hear God say to them 
‘thy will be done’.”



Lewis

“The damned are in one sense 
successful rebels to the end. The doors 
of hell are locked on the inside. They 
enjoy forever the horrible freedom 

they have demanded and are therefore 
self-enslaved.”



How wide is God’s saving grace?

1. It is God’s redemptive purpose and will to 
reconcile ALL sinners to himself.

2. It is always within God’s power to achieve his 
purposes.

3. Some sinners will NEVER be reconciled.

2 and 3 but NOT 1 – Calvin / Calvinism

1 and 3 but NOT 2 – Lewis / Arminianism

1 and 2 but NOT 3 – McDonald / Evangelical 
Universalism



Case FOR Universalism

1. Col 1:20

“For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, and through him to 

reconcile to himself ALL things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”



Case FOR Universalism

2. 1 Cor 15:22

“For as in Adam ALL die, so in Christ ALL will be 
made alive. But each in his own turn….”



Case FOR Universalism

3. Rom 11:32-36

“For God bound ALL men over to disobedience so 
that he might have mercy on them ALL…

For from and through him and to him are ALL
things.”



Case FOR Universalism

4. Rom 5:18

“Consequently, just as the result of one trespass 
was condemnation for ALL men, so also the 

result of one act of righteousness was 
justification that brings life for ALL men.”



Case FOR Universalism

5. Rev 5:13

“Then I heard EVERY creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea and 

all that is in them, singing

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
be praise and honour and glory and power for 

ever and ever.”



Case FOR Universalism

6. Rev 21:25

“On no day will its gates ever be shut.”



Case FOR Universalism

7. Phil 2:9-11

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place… that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”



Case FOR Universalism

8. Mark 9:48

“For everyone will be salted with fire.”



Case AGAINST Universalism

• Rich man & Lazarus  (Luke 16:26)

“a great chasm that no-one can cross”

• Sheep & Goats (Mt 25:46)

“they will go away to eternal punishment, 
but the righteous to eternal life”

• Rev 14:11

“and the smoke of their torment rises for 
ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for 
those who worship the beast.”



Case AGAINST Universalism

• It seems to undermine the serious nature of 
sin and the severity of judgement

• It has never been the mainstream theology of 
the church

• Psychologically, is it likely that those who are 
punished in hell would ever cease their 
rebellion? (NB The Great Divorce)



How long is hell’s tormenting 
judgment?

1. Traditionalist view
the human soul is immortal

eternal conscious torment

2. Conditionalist view
human soul is not naturally immortal

immortality is conditional upon being saved

eventual annihilation of the unbelieving soul



The case FOR Traditionalism

• The plain sense of the word “eternal”

• The “undying worm” and the “unquenchable 
fire”

• It is probably how most of Jesus’ hearers 
would have understood him

• It has been held by most mainstream 
evangelical leaders and theologians



AGAINST traditionalism and FOR 
conditionalism

• The plain sense of words like “destroy” and 
“perish”.

• The word translated “eternal” does not 
necessarily imply length of time. It can mean “of 
the age to come”, or it may refer only to the 
permanence of the decision rather than to the 
experience of the one condemned.

• Tradition is not infallible!



AGAINST traditionalism and FOR 
conditionalism

• Infinite punishment would be unfair (Luke 
12:47-48)

• In what manner is this a “victory” with which 
Christ could be “satisfied”?

• The joy of the redeemed

• Immortality of the soul is not explicitly taught 
in the Bible (Gen 3:22-24)



Final Summary
Traditionalism – Eternal conscious torment

Conditional/Annihilationism – the soul eventually 
dies

Universalism – the soul is eventually redeemed

T & C agree against U that judgement is final

T & U agree against C that the soul is immortal

C and U agree against T that eternal torment is 
unthinkable



Final Summary
Traditionalism – Eternal conscious torment

Conditional/Annihilationism – the soul eventually 
dies

Universalism – the soul is eventually redeemed

U takes literally the word “all”, T and C don’t

T takes literally the word “eternal”, C and U don’t

C takes literally the words “destroy” and “perish”, T 
and U don’t



UK Evangelicals poll 2011

“Hell is a place where the condemned will suffer 
eternal conscious torment”

Agree a lot 37%

Agree a little 13%

Not sure 31%

Disagree a little 8%

Disagree a lot 11%


